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MEDICAL  REPORT. 
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6th  April,  1899. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  and  for  transmission  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Medical  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Gold 
Coast  Colony  for  the  year  1898,  together  with  the  Returns,  &c.  appended 
thereto. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  R.  HENDERSON,  M.D., 

Chief  Medical  Officer. 


The  Honourable 

The  Colonial  Secretary. 


Enclosure  16  in  Gold  Coast  No.  257  of  8 th  July,  1899. 


MEDICAL  REPORT  ON  THE  GOLD  COAST  COLONY 

FOE  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1898. 


The  general  health  of  the  Colony,  during  the  year  under  review,  showed  a 
slight  improvement  on  that  of  the  three  previous  years  ;  the  improvement  being 
more  marked  amongst  the  European  residents  than  in  the  Native  population. 
This  year  there  were  amongst  the  European  population,  8  deaths  of 
Officials  and  17  of  Non-Officials,  as  against  6  and  34  respectively  during 
1897.  The  number  invalided  being  19  Officials  and  24  Non-Officials, 
against  31  and  47  in  1897.  The  improvement  is  probably  due  to  two 
causes  : — the  better  circumstances  under  which  Europeans,  Official  and  Non- 
Official,  live,  and  the  Meteorological  conditions.  Formerly  the  greater  number 
of  the  white  residents  lived  in,  or  very  near  to,  the  native  parts  of  the  various 
towns,  but  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  Government  has,  in  most  districts, 
built  residences  for  the  Officials  in  healthy  and  open  situations,  and  the  example 
thus  set  is  gradually  being  followed  by  the  European  merchants.  The  meteoro¬ 
logical  conditions  were  also  more  than  usually  favourable  to  health  ;  the  rainfall 
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was  above  the  average,  and  the  temperature  throughout  the  year  was  below 
the  normal. 

The  principal  diseases  were  : — diseases  of  the  digestive  and  respiratory 
systems,  malarial  fevers  and  small-pox. 

The  greatest  amount  of  sickness  amongst  the  Native  population  occurs 
during  the  rainy  season,  more  especially  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  ; 
this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  lungs  of  most  natives  are  verj  weak,  and  they 
are  consequently  very  susceptible  to  cold  and  wet. 

Accra. — The  health  of  the  inhabitants,  both  European  and  Native,  has 
been  very  good,  and  compares  very  favourably  with  previous  years. 

The  number  of  in-patients  treated  in  the  General  Hospital  during  the  year, 
was  959,  of  these  42  were  Europeans ;  two  of  the  latter  died  ;  One  Official 
from  remittent  fever,  and  one  Non-Official  from  abscess  of  the  liver.  The  out¬ 
patients  numbered  7,885,  the  principal  diseases  being  Guinea- Worm,  ulcers  and 
skin  diseases — the  death  rate  amongst  Europeans  was  476  per  cent,  and 
amongst  Natives  573  per  cent.  The  work  of  the  European  and  Native 
Nursing  Staff  has  been  carried  outmost  satisfactorily  ;  the  European  Nursing 
Sisters  have  been  most  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  in  their  attention  to  the 
sick,  and  in  training  the  Native  Nursing  Staff;  lectures  are  given  and  classes 
for  the  practical  teaching  of  nursing  are  regularly  held,  and  have  proved  of 
great  benefit  to  the  probationers.  Many  improvements  have  been  made  in 
the  wards  ;  a  large  quantity  of  new  furniture  has  been  added  to  the  European 
wrards,  and  in  every  way  their  general  comfort  has  been  much  increased.  The 
female  ward  has  been  changed  to  a  larger  and  more  suitable  room,  and  the  old 
female  ward  converted  into  one  for  native  paying  patients. 

The  quality  of  the  diets  supplied  is  very  good. 

The  water  is  of  excellent  quality  and  the  supply  is  ample. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Hospital  is  good. 


Cape  Coast. — During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the  general  health  of 
Europeans  and  Natives  was  excellent ;  this,  however,  was  not  maintained 
during  the  June  quarter,  there  being  a  large  number  of  cases  of  remittent  and 
intermittent  fevers.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  general  health  has  been  very 
satisfactory  for  the  year.  The  number  of  in-patients  treated  in  the  Colonial 
Hospital  was  121  and  of  these  19  died.  The  number  of  out-patients  treated 
was  2,908.  The  principal  diseases  were  malarial  fevers,  small  pox,  bronchitis 
and  diseases  of  the  digestive  svstem. 

Elmina. — The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  very  good.  Out  of 
25  Non-Official  European  residents  3  died  ;  no  deaths  occurred  amongst  the 
Officials,  European  or  Native.  There  were  125  natives  admitted  to 
Hospital,  of  these  28  were  cases  of  small-pox — 926  out-patients  received 
treatment. 


Axim. — The  health  of  the  European  population,  as  compared  with  last 
year,  has  not  been  so  good,  there  having  been  more  cases  of  death  and 
invaliding.  The  Non-Officials  were  the  greater  sufferers,  3  died  and  3  were 
invalided,  the  causes  of  death  were  remittent  fever  and  heat  apoplexy.  No 
Officials  died  but  two  were  invalided.  The  health  of  Natives,  Official  and 
Non-Official,  has  been  fair  throughout  the  year.  During  the  second  quarter  the 
greatest  amount  of  sickness  prevailed,  especially  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system  ;  this  was  probably  due  to  the  heavy  rains  and  low  temperature.  52 
persons  were  treated  as  in-patients  in  the  Hospital  at  this  station,  and  of  these 
11  died.  This  mortality  appears  high,  but  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration, 
that,  as  the  Hospital  accommodation  is  very  small  (four  beds),  only  extreme 
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cases  are  admitted,  the  number  is  not  really  excessive.  1,730  new  cases  were 
treated  as  out-patients.  The  building  of  a  larger  Hospital  at  this  station  is 
under  consideration. 


Kwitta. — The  general  health  of  European  Officials  is  reported  as  having 
been  fairly  good  during  the  1st,  2nd  and  4th  quarters,  but  bad  during  the 
3rd  quarter.  Of  the  Non-Officials  it  was  very  unsatisfactory  in  the  first  three 
quarters,  but  fairly  good  in  the  fourth.  No  Official  died  but  1  was  invalided. 
1  Non-Official  died  and  8  were  invalided.  The  principal  diseases  were  malarial 
fevers  and  small-pox.  121  patients  were  treated  in  Hospital  and  of  these  8 
died.  1,844  new  cases  received  treatment  as  out-patients. 


Saltpond. — There  is  no  Hospital,  only  a  Dispensary,  at  this  station,  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  the  district  reports  that  it  is  gaining  public  esteem  and 
favour.  During  this  year  (1898)  994  new  cases  were  treated  as  compared  with 
343  in  the  previous  year.  The  general  health  of  the  Europeans  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  was  fairly  good,  one  Official  died  from  Pernicious 
Remittent  Fever.  In  the  second  quarter  the  health  was  very  bad,  there  were 
three  deaths ;  1  Official  and  2  Non-Officials,  and  2  Non-Officials  were 
invalided.  During  the  third  quarter  the  general  health  of  Europeans  improved, 
no  death  occurred,  but  2  Non-Officials  were  invalided.  In  the  fourth  quarter 
the  health  was  excellent.  The  general  health  of  the  Native  population  was 
fairly  good  throughout  the  year. 


Adda. — The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  this  district  reports  that  the 
general  health  of  the  European  population  has  been  excellent,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  Adda  such  a  healthy  year  has  not  been 
experienced  before.  During  the  rainy  season  there  were  a  number  of  cases  of 
malarial  fever,  but  the  attacks  were  all  slight.  All  the  European  quarters  in 
Adda  are  good,  especially  the  new  bimgalows  erected  by  the  Government ; 
these  are  very  well  situated  facing  the  sea  and  are  very  cool.  The  water 
supply  has  been  ample  and  the  quality  good.  There  is  no  Hospital,  and  the 
present  Dispensary  is  very  unsuitable,  but  the  erection  of  a  new  Hospital  and 
Dispensary  has  been  commenced  ;  this  Hospital  will  be  admirably  adapted 
for  the  requirements  of  Adda,  and  is  well  situated,  1,532  patients  received 
treatment  at  the  Dispensary. 


Akuse. — The  general  health  of  the  Europeans  has  been  very  unsatisfactory, 
especially  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  third  quarter  was  the  least 
unhealthy.  The  prevalent  diseases  were  intermittent,  remittent  and  pernicious 
remittent  fevers,  hepatic  and  splenic  congestion  and  dysentery.  Two 
European  Officials  died,  one  from  pernicious  remittent  fever  and  one  from 
dysentery  ;  and  one  European  non-official  died  from  pernicious  remittent  fever, 
and  three  were  invalided.  The  health  of  the  Native  population  was  very  good 
throughout  the  year.  Akuse  is,  even  under  the  most  favourable  conditions,  a 
very  unhealthy  place  for  Europeans,  its  situation  is  low  and  swampy,  and  the 
houses  are  bad  and  for  the  most  part  badly  situated  ;  this  applies  also  to  the 
Government  quarters,  the  house  occupied  by  the  District  Commissioner  is  in 
bad  repair  and  the  roof  is  full  of  bats  ;  the  quarters  for  the  Medical  Officer  are 
simply  unfit  for  habitation  by  a  European,  it  is  a  “  swish  ”  building,  low  and 
damp,  and  has  not  a  single  glass  window,  the  so-called  windows  being  only 
holes  in  the  walls  with  very  badly  fitting  wooden  shutters.  New  quarters 
are  an  absolute  necessity.  635  new  cases  were  treated  in  the  Dispensary. 


Kumassi. — The  health  of  the  European  residents  was  good  except  during 
the  September  quarter,  when  there  were  a  good  many  cases  of  remittent  fever, 


two  of  which  proved  fatal,  both  officials. 


[124965] 


l  UJ 
ID 


CO  >- 
-£=  CC 


o 

o 


5 


8 

£ 


!+ 


■  -  1 

to 

w 

Cx> 

0? 

1  c 

. 

j< 

o 

O 


Three  officials  were  invalided.  The 

80 

<r- 

O3 
!  — 


■d 


318 


non-official  Europeans  are  principally  Missionaries  ;  no  death  occurred  amongst 
them  but  one  was  invalided.  The  health  of  the  natives  was  also  very  good 
except  in  the  September  quarter.  364  patients  were  treated  in  Hospital,  and 
of  these  14  died.  1,459  new  cases  received  treatment  as  out-patients. 

Winneba. — The  general  health  of  both  Europeans  and  Natives  was  very 
good.  There  was  no  death  or  invaliding  amongst  the  Officials,  but  one  European 
non-official  died  and  one  was  invalided — 15  patients  were  treated  in  Hospital, 
and  all  were  discharged  cured — 1,105  new  cases  received  treatment  as  out¬ 
patients. 

In  the  small  stations  in  the  Colony,  Chama,  Sekondi,  Dixcove,  Pram  Pram, 
and  Tarkwa,  the  general  health  was,  on  the  whole,  fairly  good. 


Lunatic  Asylum. 

During  the  year  19  male  patients  and  8  female  patients  were  admitted  to 
the  Asylum.  The  mortality  was  9  males  and  2  females  ;  the  majority  of  the 
deaths  were  among  chronic  cases,  who  were  in  a  bad  state  of  health  on  their 
admission.  10  male  patients  and  6  female  patients  were  discharged  during  the 
year.  The  total  number  of  patients  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  31 
males  and  12  females. 

A  great  improvement  made  during  the  year,  was  the  supplying  of  suitable 
clothing  to  the  female  patients,  who  hitherto  had  gone  about  nearly  naked. 

The  male  patients  are  for  the  most  part  employed  at  gardening,  and  in  this 
way  very  good  work  has  been  done.  The  female  patients  have  nothing  to  do 
but  keep  their  quarters  clean  ;  the  washing  of  the  General  Hospital  was  formerly 
done  by  them,  but  it  did  not  prove  a  satisfactory  arrangement,  and  it  is  now 
done  by  a  trained  man. 

A  new  Chief  Warder  was  appointed  and  he  has  performed  his  duties  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner. 

The  accommodation  in  the  present  building  is  bad  and  insufficient,  and  it 
has  been  decided  to  convert  the  old  Castle  of  Christiansborg  into  a  Lunatic 
Asylum ;  this  will  give  ample  accommodation,  and  in  every  way  should  prove 
a  most  satisfactory  change  ;  there  are  two  large  Courtyards  which  will  make 
excellent  exercise  grounds,  and  there  is  a  large  garden  in  which  the  male 
patients  can  work.  The  necessary  alterations  should  be  completed  in  two  or 
three  months. 


Small  Pox  and  Vaccination. 

Small  pox  has  been  prevalent  during  the  year,  more  especially  in  the 
Accra,  Cape  Coast,  Saltpond  and  Kumassi  districts — 306  cases  were  treated  in 
Hospital  and  32  of  these  died.  Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type. 

The  disease  is  endemic  in  West  Africa  ;  as  a  rule,  the  towns  on  the  coast 
are  comparatively  free  from  it,  but  in  the  remote  bush  villages  epidemics  are  of 
frequent  occurrence. 

Vaccination  has  been  carried  out,  as  far  as  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Medical  Department  would  allow  ;  but  under  existing  arrangements  very  little 
can  be  done.  There  are  no  vaccinators  who  can  travel  through  affected  districts 
and  the  supply  of  lymph  (12  tubes  every  two  weeks)  is  of  little  use.  I  have 
recommended  the  appointment  of  trained  vaccinators,  and  a  good  supply  of 
lymph  ;  the  matter  is  now  under  consideration,  and  if  carried  out  will,  I  trust, 
in  a  short  time  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  ravages  of  this  terrible  disease. 


319 


Gaols  of  the  Colony. 


The  total  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  different  gaols  of  the 
Colony  during  the  year,  was  2,417  ;  there  were  148  admissions  to  Hospital 
and  8  deaths.  The  admissions  into  Hospital  and  deaths  are  below  the 
average  of  former  years.  The  prevailing  diseases  were  malarial  fevers, 
dysentery,  and  affections  of  the  pulmonary,  digestive  and  hepatic  systems. 
The  deaths  in  each  gaol  were  as  follows  : — 


Accra 
Axim 
Elmina 
Kumassi  . . . 


4 

2 

1 

1 


Total  ...  8 


No  deaths  occurred  at  Adda,  Akuse,  Cape  Coast,  Chama,  Kwitta,  Salt- 
pond  or  Winneba. 

The  Medical  Officers  in  charge  of  the  different  gaols  report  as  follows  : — 

Accra. — “Health  very  good  throughout  the  year.  Ventilation  of  cells 
“  and  wards  good.  Diets  good.  The  quantity  of  the  rations  of  all  classes 
“  of  Convicts  was  increased  during  the  year.  Water  good.” 

Adda. — “General  health  very  good.  Diet  and  drinking  water  good. 
“  Ventilation  good  ;  no  complaints  have  ever  been  made  and  no  disease  trace- 
“  able  to  bad  ventilation  has  occurred.” 


u 

a 


Akuse. — “  Health  on  the  whole  very  good.  Diet  and  drinking  water  good. 
Ventilation  of  No,  1  cell  good  ;  of  Nos.  2  and  3  cells  defective,  particularly 
of  No.  3.” 


Axim. — “  Health  during  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  was  fair,  but 
“  during  the  last  quarter  not  satisfactory,  Diet  good  ;  drinking  water  fair 
“  and  ample  in  quantity.  The  cells  are  well  ventilated,  but  at  times  there 
“  has  been  some  overcrowding.” 


Cape  Coast. — “  Health  fairly  good.  Diet  and  drinking  water  good. 
“  Ventilation  of  cells  and  wards  satisfactory.” 

Chama. — “  Health  very  good  ;  no  sickness  occurred.  Diet  and  water 
“  good.  Ventilation  good.” 

Kumassi. — “  Health  good.  Drinking  water  excellent.  Rations  fair,  but 
“  not  on  the  same  scale  as  the  coast.  Ventilation  of  cells  and  wards  bad.” 

Kivitta. — “  Health  good.  Diet  good  in  quality  and  quantity.  Drinking 
“  water  suspicious  and  brackish.  Ventilation  fairly  good,  with  the  exception  of 
“  the  debtors’  cell.” 

Elmina. — “  Health  very  good.  Diet  good ;  water  good.  Ventilation 
“  good.” 
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Saltpond. — “  During  the  first  quarter  six  cases  of  small  pox  occurred 
“  amongst  the  Convicts ;  otherwise  the  health  has  been  very  good.  Diet  and 
“  drinking  water  good.  Ventilation  good  ;  during  the  rainy  season  the  roofs 
“  of  some  of  the  cells  leaked,  but  they  have  been  repaired.” 

Winneba. — “  Health  very  good.  Diet  and  drinking  water  excellent. 
“  Ventilation  good.” 


Sanitary. 

Some  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  sanitation  of  the  principal 
towns  in  the  Colony,  more  especially  of  Cape  Coast,  but  much  remains  to 
be  done.  One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  efficient 
sanitary  measures,  is  the  filthy  habits  and  laziness  of  the  people,  who  persist 
in  throwing  all  descriptions  of  rubbish  and  dirt  on  the  streets  and  will  not 
take  the  trouble  to  walk  to  the  public  latrines.  When  caught  infringing 
the  law  they  are  prosecuted  and  fined,  but  with  very  little  effect  in  diminish¬ 
ing  the  number  of  offences.  The  general  sanitary  state  of  the  European 
quarters  and  principal  streets  of  the  larger  towns  is  very  fair ;  but  in  the  native 
quarters  proper  it  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Department  at  Accra  was 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Town  Council ;  but  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  say 
that,  for  so  far,  any  improvements  have  been  effected  ;  in  fact,  the  tendency 
appears  to  be  more  of  a  backward  policy  than  a  forward  one.  Economy  is  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  this  is  carried  rather  too  far ;  if  sanitation  is  to  be  improved 
money  must  be  spent.  On  account  of  the  large  rainfall  water  was  more 
plentiful  than  usual,  and  it  is  to  the  efforts  of  nature,  more  than  to  those  of  the 
Sanitary  Department,  that  the  good  health  which  prevailed  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  is  to  be  attributed.  A  good  water  supply  is  badly  wanted  for 
Accra,  and  if  this  could  be  procured  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  sanitary 
reform  would  be  removed. 

At  Cape  Coast  many  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  several  new 
drains  have  been  made,  new  wells  constructed  and  more  public  latrines  built. 
Other  changes  are  being  effected,  and  when  the  works  in  hand,  and  contem¬ 
plated,  are  completed  much  will  have  been  done  to  improve  the  condition  of, 
what  was  a  short  time  ago,  probably  the  most  insanitary  town  on  the  Gold 
Coast. 

At  Axim  the  number  of  scavengers  has  been  increased,  and  also  the  public 
latrine  accommodation. 

At  Saltpond  street  repairing,  and  draining  of  the  swampy  parts,  have  con¬ 
tributed  considerably  to  the  improvement  of  the  town. 

In  nearly  all  the  other  towns  of  the  Colony  some  sanitary  improvements 
have  been  carried  out,  but  there  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  record. 


Meteorological  Conditions. 

The  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  very  dry  and  cool ;  the  Harmattan  wind 
began  to  blow  very  early  and  continued  until  nearly  the  beginning  of  the  rainy 
season. 

The  second  and  third  quarters  were  also  exceptionally  cool,  the  sea  breeze 
was  strong  and  steady,  the  rains  began  earlier  than  usual,  were  more  prolonged, 
and  the  rainfall  was  considerably  above  the  average.  To  the  low  temperature 
and  large  rainfall  may  be  attributed  the  good  health  enjoyed  by  the  Europeans  ; 
but  the  cold  and  wet  increase  the  sickness  amongst  the  Native  population. 
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The  fourth  quarter  was  warm  and  dry,  and  the  health  continued  good. 

Meteorological  returns  for  Accra  and  Aburi  accompany  the  reports  ;  they 
are  not  complete,  as  some  of  the  instruments  got  broken  and  took  time  to  re¬ 
place,  but  I  think  they  are  fairly  accurate.  Meteorological  stations  have  been 
established  at  Kumassi  and  Gambaga  ;  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  in 
future  years  returns  from  them  will  also  be  rendered. 


Miscellaneous. 

Statistics  of  Population,  & c. — No  census  has  been  taken  since  1891,  and  it 
is  now  worthless  as  regards  showing  the  present  population  of  the  Colony. 
There  is  no  proper  registration  of  births  and  deaths,  so  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  data  on  those  points. 

Medical  Staff. — During  the  year  the  Staff  of  the  Department  was  increased 
by  four  Assistant  Surgeons  and  three  1st  Class  Dressers  and  Nurses. 


Ice. — A  regular  supply  of  ice  is  much  needed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  by 
its  means  it  would  be  possible  to  save  many  valuable  lives. 

The  Meteorological  and  Nosological  returns  accompany  this  report. 


W.  R.  HENDERSON,  M.D. 

Chief  Medical  Off  cer. 


Medical  Department, 
Yictoriaborg,  Accra, 

§th  April ,  1899. 
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Meteorological  Return  for  the  Year  1898,  Aburi. 
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Return  of  the  Statistics  of  Population  for  the  Year  1898. 


Europeans  and 

Whites. 

Africans. 

East  Indians. 

Chinese  and 

Malays. 

Mixed  and 

Coloured. 

Number  of  Inhabitants  in  18 

„  Births  during  the  year  18 

„  Deaths  ,,  ,,  18 

„  Immigrants  „  „  18 

„  Emigrants  „  ,,  18 

Number  of  Inhabitants  in  18 

Increase  or 

Decrease... 

\ 

> 

No 

Return 

s  avail 

able. 

Meteorological  Return  for  the  Year  1898,  Accra. 


Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Winds. 

Remarks. 

Solar 

Maximum. 

Minimum 
on  Grass. 

Shade 

Maximum. 

Shade 

Minimum. 

Range. 

Mean. 

Amount  in 
Inches. 

Degree  of 
Humidity. 

General 

Direction. 

Average 

Force. 

J  anuary 

129-6 

67-1 

86-7 

Broken 

Nil. 

— 

Nil. 

— 

w. 

— 

February  ... 

130-1 

66-8 

87-6 

— 

— 

w. 

— 

March 

138-8 

69-9 

88-3 

67-6 

20-6 

77-9 

1-72 

— 

w. 

— 

April 

142-5 

68-8 

86-3 

67-2 

191 

76-7 

5-66 

— 

— 

May 

142-3 

69-2 

83-6 

66-5 

17-0 

75-0 

2-53 

— 

— 

June 

136-6 

67-6 

83-4 

64-4 

18-7 

73-9 

4-88 

— 

— 

J  uly 

135-2 

66-2 

75-1 

63-8 

13-9 

69-4 

2-74 

— 

d 

0 

— 

J* 

August 

134-4 

61-0 

79-4 

61-7 

17-7 

70-5 

1-56 

— 

w 

— 

September . . . 

136-5 

65-0 

80-6 

62-3 

18-3 

71-4 

4-69 

— 

<D 

£ 

eS 

— 

October 

139-6 

66-8 

83-5 

66-3 

17-1 

74-9 

3-41 

— 

— 

November  ... 

138-1 

66-8 

87-8 

70-7 

17-1 

79-2 

Nil. 

— 

— 

December  ... 

1331 

66-2 

87-6 

81-0 

19-5 

84-3 

1-33 

— 

— 

Mean 

136-4 

66-7 

84-1 

67-1 

17-0 

75-3 

2-37 

— 

— 

— 

Monthly  Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1898,  at  the  following  Institutions  The  Hospitals  at  Accra, 

Axim,  Cape  Coast,  Elmina  and  Kwitta. 
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Enclosure  17  in  Gold  Coast  No.  257  of  8th  July ,  1899. 


The  Cemeteries  Office, 

Accra, 

10 th  February,  1899. 


Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  letter  No.  312/99  of  the  12th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  submitting  of  a  report  upon  this  Department  for  the  year  1898, 
I  have  the  honour  to  send  in  the  following  statements  upon  the  Cemeteries  of 
Accra  and  Christiansborg  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1898. 

2.  The  number  of  persons  registered  as  buried  in  the  Accra  Government 
Cemetery  during  the  year,  included  287  males,  and  206  Females,  amounting  to 
493  :  beside  14  in  the  Mohammedan  Cemetery,  and  30  in  the  Wesleyan  Christ¬ 
ian  Cemetery  =  537  :  and  in  the  Public  Cemetery  at  Christiansborg  76  Males 
and  73  Females,  equal  to  149  :  beside  8  in  the  Basel  Mission  Christiansborg 
Cemetery,  2  males  and  6  females  :  all  making  together  694. 

3.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  reported,  only  two  were  Europeans,  the 
rest  being  natives  of  the  Accra  and  Christiansborg  nationalities  :  which  spoke 
favourably  for  the  climate  that  year. 

4.  The  account  of  all  moneys  received  as  Burial  Fees  during  the  year 
under  review  amounted  to  £38.  Is.  Od. 


(Sd.)  D.  G.  WILLIAMS, 

Acting  Registrar  of  Deaths. 


No.  2. 


Cape  Coast, 

12 th  January,  1899. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  for  His  Excellency’s  information  that 
331  deaths  were  registered  at  this  Station  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1898.  Of  this  number  five  were  Europeans,  and  two  Syrians. 

2.  The  following  table  will  show  the  death  rate  per  month  : — 


Months. 

Natives. 

Europeans. 

Syrians. 

/ 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Males. 

Females. 

January 

10 

10 

1* 

— 

— 

21 

*A  German  Captain 
died  on  board  his 

February 

10 

14 

— 

— 

— 

24 

ship  and  was 
brought  ashore  to 

March  ... 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

24 

be  buried. 

April  ... 

12 

9 

— 

— 

— 

21 

May 

18 

14 

— 

— 

— 

32 

June 

13 

11 

1 

— 

1 

26 

July  . 

24 

22 

1 

— 

— 

47 

August... 

25 

19 

— 

1 

— 

45 

September 

11 

11 

— 

— 

— 

22 

October 

12 

15 

— 

— 

— 

27 

November 

10 

6 

— 

— 

— 

16 

December 

12 

12 

2 

— 

— 

26 

169 

155 

5 

1 

1 

331 

3.  The  burial  fees  for  the  year  amounted  to  £23.  12s.  6d. 

I  have,  &c., 


The  Honourable 


The  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
Accra. 


(Sd.)  JOS.  A.  BRITTON, 

Ag.  Registrar  of  Deaths. 


